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In thanking the members of this Society for 
the honor conferred in my selection as presiding 
officer for the current year, [am not unmindful 
of the appreciation which could make such a re- 
sult possible. 

I shall not take the occasion to lecture upon our 
short-comings, and upbraid you for what might 
have been done, for my appreciation of what has 
been accomplished would forbid such a course 
were I so inclined. 

In entering upon a new executive year, an ex- 
cellent opportunity is afforded for reflection, and 
for the laying out of new plans for work which 
shall, if conscientiously carried out, enure to the 
everlasting benefit of our cause. 

It is easy enovgh to look back and see what 
might have been done, and if in doing so, we 
are spurred on to a greater exercise of our 
powers for good, it is well; but if we brood over 
our short comings, and because of them, fail to 


- push on toward that healthy enterprise which 


should constantly stimulate us, then it were bet- 
ter to confine our thoughts to the present. 

It is to the living present that we shall chiefiy 
address ourselves on this occasion; by good at- 
tention to which we can have no fears as to the 
future. 

At no time since the establishment of our dis- 
tinctive school as such, has it occupied so peculiar 
relations toward the“ old school” as at present. 
As to what is to result, the future only can de- 
monstrate. 

That our principles are rapidly being absorbed 


by the “old school” the present clearly indi- 
cates. 

What will be the result to us as a society of 
the adoption by the “ old school” of the cardi- 
nal principles upon which we depend ? 

We can accept their invitation to unite with 
them in society work, or we can continue our 
own societies as rivals in the promotion of scien- 
tific investigation. 

That we may at no distant day be invited to 
return to the parent-fold, is foreshadowed by the 
devision of the London Medico-Ethical Society, 
allowing the admission of homeopaths to “old 
school” societies, and the question of consulta- 
tion to be left to individual inclination and 
feeling. ; 

If we would accomplish all that can be ex- 
pected under these new circumstances, we must 
be less dogmatic, and cease to depend too ex- 
clusively upon mere theories. 

In these days of immense possibilities, what 
true scientist can be found who will dare assert 
that anything is impossible? 

It seems to me that our danger lies in believ- 
ing too much! It were better to leave theory 
and speculation open for the stern dealing of 
scientific investigation, and the result we need 
not fear, if partisan feeling has not lead us so far 
that our position can no longer exist in the clear 
light of demonstrable facts. 

The failure of a medical union that would be 
permanent, would depend largely upon our in- 
sisting upon the recognition of dogmas and theo- 
ries which are not plainly demonstrable, and of 
our opponents not being sufficiently familiar with 
the proofs of those points which have withstood 
the test of practical observation. 

Of theories ENOUGH! let us to the stern du- 
ties of the hour! and whether our own view is 


substantiated or not, what matters it so long as 
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development shall lead to the proof of a single 
FACT. 

Facts are what we want, and facts we MUST 
have, or else we shall fail in the race we have 
entered, as we certainly ought. 

Hahnemann was no dreamer, and very little 
given to theorizing, and we have no reason for 
thinking that he would have us accept blindly 
his teachings, any farther than they are borne 
out by facts. But we should in our estimate of 
him, as of any other of the olden time, bear in 
mind the means at command for purposes of in- 
vestigation, and there is just as much danger of 
our swinging a little too far upon the pendulum 
in the one direction as in the other; therefore, let 
us accept facts, and facts only / and from these 
make deductions to withstand the tests of prac- 
tical experience. 

We ought to continue with renewed vigor the 
study of drugs and their therapeutic application, 
as this field is still rich in possibilities yet unde- 
veloped, and through these we cannot fail to 
perpetuate the homeopathic principle, whatever 
disruption may occur in the distinctive schools 
as such. 

The adoption by many members of the old 
school of our triturations, together with increas- 
ing tendency to apply drugs acvording to the 
homeopathic principle, and the growing tend- 
ency of members of the two schools to consult 
together, are omens not to be mistaken. 

In my zeal in behalf of therapeutics, I would 
not lessen in the slightest degree the importance 
of pathological and microscopical research, and 
I shall use my best endeavors to have present on 
each occasion, some interesting specimen for the 
inspection of the members, and I take this op- 
portunity to earnestly invite the accomplished 
chairman of this bureau, together with every 
member of the Society, to aid me in this most 
important work. 

That the general public is still rapidly tending 
toward the adoption of homeopathic practice, 
we have only to point to the increasing demand 
for physicians who thus practice ; and following 
closely upon this, and as rapidly as public opinion 
will warrant, we find its institutions one after 
another changing to this treatment. 

We also observe that the public medical ap- 
pointments are as readily accorded to members 
of our school as to the other, and hence we have 
representatives in all departments of State, the 


last of which is the appointment of our Secretary 
as Surgeon to the Jefferson Market Prison, by 
the Board of Commissioners of Public Charities 
and Correction. 

To the ladies we desire to become still farther 
indebted. We would that they continue the in- 
vestigation and development of drug effects upon 
their own sex, and thereby enhance the import- 
ance of our Materia Medica, and strengthen it 
at one of its weakest points. Many an old drug 
has never demonstrated its relations to the dis- 
eases peculiar to females,and to you we shall 
look for the organization of effort which shall add 
to our competence in the direction of the medi- 
cal treatment of this class of affections. 


Who, with a knowledge of the facts, can assert — 


that our practice is on the wane? Our 1,000 
students in homeopathic colleges, to say nothing 
of the large number of those in old school col- 
leges who will practice home@opatby, is sufficient 
answer to such misrepresentation. 

To this we may add a large phalanx of old 
school practitioners who are already under 
homeopathic tutorage, together with many 
others who are digging away as best they can 
by the dim light of our literature. 

A question which naturally arises in this con- 
nection is, ought.the practice of homeopathy to 
be perpetuated? 1 think there is no difficulty in 
answering this question to the satisfaction of any 
reasonable man, by pointing to the results which 
are obtained in its practice. In proof of this 
fact, we are compelled to call in the aid of care- 
fully prepared statistics, covering a sufficient area 
to be valuable and reliable as data. — 

From the Boards of Health of the three prin- 
cipal cities of this country, we learn that the 
mortality for a series of three consecutive years, 
under allopathic treatment, was 16.73; while un- 


der homeopathic, it was for the same period - 


9.75, with a total number of 60,000 deaths. 

In the Michigan State Prison, for three years, 
under allopathic care, the mortality was 8.76; 
and for the succeeding three under homeopathic, 
8.67, with a larger number of inmates, and with 
less than one-half the loss of time by illness. 

In our department of publie charities and cor- 
rection, the Homeopathic Hospital on Ward's 
Island, has demonstrated the possibilities of our 
treatment in a class of patients whose mortality 
was supposed to be beyond the power of re- 
duction, 
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But even with these, of which number so many 
are of the incarable class, the mortality for 1877 
reached the low rate of 4.67, while for 1876 it 
only reached 6.1 to 84 in Charity, and 12% in 
Bellevue. The comparison with Charity is a 
perfectly fair one, as precisely the same class of 
patients are treated as at our own, they being 
sent indiscriminately. 

When we deduct the deaths from phthisis as 
is done at Vienna, and of those occurring within 
48 hours after admission, we have the unprece- 
dented low rate of 1.56 per cent. 

Dr. H. F. Biggar reports 1694 patients under 
his care in the Cleveland Department of Chari- 
ties and Correction, with but 4 deaths, and 3 of 
these from phthisis pulmonalis. Of the cases 
treated there were 151 of diarrhwa, 40 of diph- 
theria, 24 of dysentery, 3 of typhoid fever, 43 of 
remittent, and 25 of pneumonia, with a mortality 
on the whole number treated of less than one- 
fourth of one per cent. 

The Ohio Penitentiary, with about the same 


- number of patients under allopathic care, reports 


its death-rate at about one per cent. 

We could carry these comparisons much fur- 
ther, but time forbids. ; 

In order to obtain the effect of the small dose 
of medicine selected home@opathically, we must 
obtain and classify the results in the course of 
different forms of disease in which the remedies 
are thus selected and administered. Clinical 
observation is the proper field for all inquirers 
as to the availability of homeopathy in the eure 
of disease in all its bearings. 

Every inquirer has the right to demand rea- 
sons for this investigation, and these are to be 
found in the practical experience obtained from 
those relying upon drugs thus administered. 
There are at the present day many drugs used 
as remedies which were first used by home- 
opathists, which are now used by those who ridi- 
cule homeopathy. 

We are now able to present to seekers after 
medical facts statistics from the field of a care- 
fully observing and practical experience, which 
cannot fail to convince the unprejudiced as to 
the superiority of homeopathic treatment. 

For purposes of comparison in special dis- 
eases, we may be allowed to refer to statistics, 
although not of recent date, yet of sufficiently 
reliable origin to warrant their use in this con- 
nection. 


In the city of New York there were during 
the twelve years ending 1854, five orphan asy- 
lums. In four, treatment was non-homeopathic, 
and during the twelve years the average num- 
ber of orphaas received into each asylum wag 
8,568.5. The mortality in these was at the rate 
of 1 in 41, or 2.10 per cent. In the Protestant 
half-orphan asylum, where the treatment was 
homeopathic, the number received in the twelve 
years ending with 1854, was 3,075; the mor- 
tality 1 in 145, or 68 per cent., showing the ratio 
of mortality under allopathic treatment as com- 
pared with homeopathic to be more than 8 to 1. 

Of two asylums for foundlings and miserable 
sickly orphans in this city, one under allopathic 
treatment, admitted during four years, ending 
1856, 10,129 children, and the deaths numbered 
585,orlin17. In the other, under homeopathic 
treatment, 1,210 were admitted during the same 
period of time; 30 deaths, or 1 in 40, occurred 
in four years. The results of Tessier’s investiga- 
tions of hom@opathy must carry with them con- 
siderable weight, not only from the circumstan- 
ces under which they were obtained and the 
conclusions derived from them, but from the 
high reputation as a thoroughly truthful and well 
trained investigator, which he ever bore. 

He was during many years a well-known allo- 
pathic physician in Paris, and one of the physi- 
cians to the Hospital St. Marguerite, and subse- 
quently to the Hospital Beaujon. He there in- 
vestigated homeopathic treatment, and has given 
the results he obtained in his published works. 

Daring the years 1849-50 and’51, there were 
admitted into the two wards under his care 
4,663 cases. The number of deaths during this 
time were 393, or 8.55 per cent. In the same 
hospital and during the same period there were 
in the other wards under allopathic care, 3,724 
admissions, with a mortality of 411 or 11.03. 

Tessier had 100 beds under his charge. His 
allopathic colleagues had 99; with only one ad- 
ditional bed he was able to receive during these 
three years, 939 more cases than they were. 

There could be no other cause for this differ- 
ence than the greater rapidity with which, 
through homeopathy, Tessier was able to fit his 
patients for leaving the hospital. 

In Tessier’s case, as in all the public hospitals of 
Paris, the admissions were without interventions 


generally of the physicians, the patients being 
admitted by non-medical officials, and assigned 
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to such beds as happened to be vacant, without 
any selection or classification. 

In this instance we are able to compare a large 
number of cases occurring during the same pe- 
riod of time,jin the same hospital, and under 
similar circumstances; and under homeopathic 
treatment we find the mortality 2.48 less than 
among those treated allopathically, and the 
duration of disease so much shortened that Tes- 
sier was able to accommodate 46 persons in each 
bed, while his colleagues of the allopathic school 
could only receive 87. 

At the Hospital of St. Rochus, the wards in 
charge of Dr. Bakody were under homeopathic 
treatment ; and those under allopathic treatment 
in the same hospital have been reported by Dr. 
Franz Flor. 

In this hospital over 21,000 persons were 
treated allopathically, with a death-rate of 18.5 
to 15.7 under homeeopathic, and after deducting 
the cases of death from pulmonary tuberculosis, 
the rate was 13.2 to 9.9. 


In comparing the separate forms of disease we 


find that in 
ALLOPATHIC, HOM@OPATHIC. 


65.8 “ 82.1 

iseases of respirato 

organs in general, 26.1 
Peritonitis, 42.0 “ 1.7 
Dysentery, . 888 “ 4.4 
Typhoid fever, - 886 “ 28.5 
and Intestinal 8.3 0.0 

iseases. 


At the hospital in Roubaix, in France, by a 
change in the mode of treatment, from allopathy 
to homeopathy, a saving of life to the extent of 
7 per cent. was effected, while the rapidity of 
recovery was so much increased, that more than 
one-third more cases of disease were admitted 
than had been before possible. 

During the cholera epidemic of 1886, in 
Vieupa, the homcopathists lost 33 per cent. of 
their cases by death; and the allopathic mor- 
tality was 70 per cent. (In this case the home- 
opathic treatment being watched by two allo- 
pathic physicians, appointed by the Government 
for that purpose). 

In Edinburgh, during 1848 and 1849, the mor- 
tality under homeopathic was 24.2; under allo- 
pathic treatment, 62 per cent. 


In Liverpool in 1849, under homeopathic 


treatment, the mortality was 25.7, and the health 
officer for the same period reported the com- 
plete mortality at 46 per cent. 

In recapitulation, we find that the mortality 
in all these localities under homa@opathic treat- 
ment, was 80 per cent.; and under allopathic, 
about 60 per cent. 

In our own country, yellow fever under home- 
pathic care, shows 6 per cent. mortality, to 14.5 
per cent. under allopathic. 

We commend the study of these and other 
well-authenticated and reliable facts, to those 
who are undecided in the relative value of thera- 
peutics, and we have no fear as to the decision, 
provided the examination is prosecuted with that 
singleness of purpose which should characterize 
all scientific investigation. 

As we observe our advancing powers, let us 
keep constantly in view the maxim, “ Do unto 
others as ye-would that others should do unto 
you,” for the danger does not lie in the posses- 
sion of power, but in its abuse when in the 
hands of the dishonest and unprincipled. 

* 


* * * * * 


SEWER GAS AND HOW TO PROTECT 
OUR DWELLINGS.* 


BY A. VARONA, M. D. 


Leotrure I.—Pakrt II. 
RELATION OF SEWER GASES TO DISEASE. 

IT is no longer a matter of doubt, that the 
emanations from sewage either develop, or favor 
the development of many forms of disease. 
Proofs incontrovertible of this fact may be ad- 
duced from the lowered rates of mortality in 
towns, as soon as means are provided for the 
prompt removal of sewage; and not only is it 
noticed that their sanitary works have the effect 
of staying the ravages of disease, but also that 
in many places they have had that of prolonging 
the average duration of life. 

In twelve English cities, selected from the - 
records collected by the medical officers of the 
Privy Council of Great Britain, the decrease in 
mortality following the construction of er 
works, was as follows:. 

In Banbury, mortality decreased ist per 100. 

“ Cardiff, 

“ Croydon, “ 23 

one of series of Lecrunes on SanrTary 
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In Dover, mortality decreased Ps per } 100. 


“ ly, “ 

“ “ “ 
“ Merthyr, “ 
“ Newport, “ “ 82 “ 
“ Rugby, “ “ 24 “ 
“ Warwick, “ 7% 


In twenty-five cities and towns, with an aggre- 
gate population of 593,736, the removal of 
ground water and sewage had the effect of de- 
creasing the death-rate per ten thousand, in the 
following manner: 

From all causes......from 247.55 to 219. 

“ Typhoid fever“ 18.34 “ = 7. 

“ Diarrhea, 8.45 “ 7. 

on under one ‘ 

55.65 “ 60. 

The average number of years for which the 
death-rates were calculated, were before im- 
provements, 7}; after them, 6§. 

In some of these towns, the professional opin- 
ion given at the time was, “that improper con- 
struction or ventilation of the sewers had been 
the probable cause of increasing the death-rate, 
by exposing people to the direct effects of dele. 
terious gases.” 

To these which may be called negative proofs 
innumerable positive ones may be added. 

Of course in endeavoring to analyze the death 
statistics of sewage polluted communities, we 
soon find that with regard to many of the sep- 
arate cases in the miscellaneous mortality, we 
cannot argue in exact scientific terme, partly be- 
cause very large quantities are registered under 
names which have no definite nosological mean- 
ing; partly because some kinds, which we can 
identify by name, are such as we do not cliolo- 
gically understand, so that in the majority of 
cases, all we may be to establish is the broad 
fact, that within the area of sewer gas contami- 
nation, the deaths in total amount are greatly 
more numerous than they ought to be, thut of 
children especially, being twice, three times and 
even four times their fair rate of mortality, and 
that the excess, or at least a certain share of the 
excess, can only be accounted for as the effect of 
sewer gas poisoning. 

Though when that broad conclusion is reached, 
some detailed conclusions may at first sight 
scarcely seem needed for practical purposes, yet 
there is advantage in establishing the details of 
each case as exactly as the circumstances will 
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-| fail to carry conviction. 


allow, not only because it concerns the problem 
of preventive medicine, which we are discussing, 
that all our attributions of cause and effect 
should be in the spirit of exact science, but also 
because arguments from general death-rates may 
I therefore proceed to 
speak with some detail of individual diseases, 
which can be traced to direct sewage emanations. 

The town of Croydon, already mentioned, has 
become famous for its contributions to the liter- 
ature of this question. In the year 1873, twelve 
hundred cases of typhoid fever occurred, one 
hundred and four of which proved fatal. On 
examination, it was ascertained that in a very 
considerable majority of the families visited by 
the fever, drain air charged with infection from 
the common sewers of the town, had the oppor- 
tunity of entering the houses. Habitations free 
from this nuisance were not visited by the fever. 

At Fort Cumberland, near the entrance of 
Portsmouth, and close to flats bare at low tide, 
a large number of troops were stationed. The 
sewage of the town had usually been discharged 
at ebb tide, but having recently been pumped 
into the harbor at the flood, a large amount was 
deposited on the mud banks near the fort. This 
caused a severe epidemic of enteric fever among 
the troops. The sick men were at once removed, 
the sewage dredged off, and the epidemic at 
once ceased. 

In the city of Buenos Ayres, during the cholera 
epidemic of 1867, five per cent. of the entire 
population died. In the yellow fever epidemic of 
1871, more than ten per cent. perished. There 
was a careful investigation of the causes of this 
fearful mortality, and sewage emanations were 
shown to be so far responsible for it, that a dis- 
tinguished English engineer was at once engaged 
to carry out a complete system of sewerage and 
water supply. In the language of the report 
upon the subject by Dr. Rawson, delegate to the 
International Medical Congress at Philadelphia, 
1876, “the works of drainage and sewerage, so 
actively prosecuted at the present time, are des- 
tined to radically remove this infection.” 

During 1875, Savannah had a very similar ex- 
perience, largely from similar causes, and an epi- 
demic of ecarlatina in Baltimore, was traced by 
Dr. Morris to the effluvia of drains impregnated 
with the refuse of slaughter houses. 

An investigation into the causes and conditions 


of yellow fever in the United States, with the » 
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help of the library of the Surgeon-General at 


Washington, and a personal experience of over 
two thousand cases, concludes “ that nothing is 
so important in the prevention of yellow fever 
as proper water supply and sewerage.” The 
writer further says, that the disease cannot be 
taken in a pure air from persons, clothing, trunks, 
or black vomit; but in an impure air, other things 
being suitable, it can be taken from either.” 

In the investigation into the causes of diph- 
theria, in Lynn, Mass., among many interesting 
cases, the following occurs, “ Case of family No. 
44—The house was well ordered, and the first 
impression was, that everything was as it should 
be. Buta careful search showed an overflow- 
ing cess-pool under a bedroom window. Three 
persons of the five constituting the family, had 
diphtheria in a severe form. Two of these slept 
in the bedroom above mentioned, and the other 
in one adjoining.” 

From the same report we gatber that, in the 
wards where the largest number of cases occurred 
“only a small portion of the territory is drained.” 
Add to this, that it is no uncommon experience 
to have in localities infected by sewage emana- 
tions, persons with accidental wounds, or the 
wounds of surgical operations, affected with ery 
sipelas, pyemia and septicaemia, while partu- 
rient females are not unfrequently attacked with 
puerperal fever. 

It is not my aim to attempt to give any exact 
statement of the total influence which sewer 
emanations exert upon health, for as a general 
thing, it is only as far as diseases kill that their 
effect can be represented in numbers. Of the in- 
calculable amount of physical suffering, the dis- 
ablement which they occasion, the sorrows, the 
anxieties, the darkening of life, the strained 
means of subsistence, the destitution and pauper- 
ism which often attend or follow such suffering, 
death statistics and health-board reports, to 
which alone I can refer, testify only by sugges- 
tion. However, what we have said is sufficient 
to show that of the death-rates which we re- 
gister each year, fully one-half are of the zymotic 
order, and of these the great majority are due 
to the effects of bad drainage. 

The question now arises, does sewage gas really 
produce these diseases, or does it only establish 
a condition that favors their development. In 
other words, is sewage gas the infectious element, 
or is it sewage gas plus something else ? 


We have seen the list of gases generated in 
the ordinary process of sewage decomposition, 
let us subject them to a species of mental prov- 
ing. Nitrogen is inert and harmless to the 
human system. Carbonated hydrogen or coal 
gas has an ethereal disagreeable smell, but it can 
be breathed in great quantities with impunity. 
Light carbonated hydrogen or marsh gas is 
odorless, it explodes if a flame is applied to it, as 
it is liberated into atmospheric air; but-it is also 
harmless as obtained in the laboratory, though 
it is accused, with what foundation no one knows, 
of producing malaria when so generated in 
marshes. Sulphurated hydrogen has a bad odor, 
produces vertigo and vomiting, but is otherwise 
harmless. Ammonia has a pungent odor, in a 
concentrated form it may burn exposed surfaces, 
such as the conjunctiva, the larynx too, but it is 
also harmless. Sulphide of ammonium has a bad 
smell, may produce immediate asphyxia if in- 
haled in a large volume, but unless it kill, it 
produces nothing but nausea and a headache. 
Carbonic aeid has a pungent musty odor, it kills 
if breathed in sufficient quantity, for a sufficient 
length of time, but like sulphide of ammonium, 
unless it kill leaves no other after effect than 
vertigo and slight debility, such is the experi- 
ence of a thousand would-be suicides. Carbonic 


oxide is odorless,and still more poisonous, but — 


precisely in the same manner as the acid, it either 
kills dr does no harm. 

No typhoid, dysentery, diphtheria, scarlatina, 
erysipelas, or anything similar to these conditions 
has ever been produced by the inhalation of 
these gases when generated in the laboratory, in 
the process of the arts in mining operations, ete. 
What then are the causes of so many diseases, 
from the same gases, when generated in the 
sewers? They seldom or never enter our houses 
in sufficient quantity to materially diminish the 
relative amount of atmospheric oxygen, or to 
poison with carbonic acid or sulphide of am- 
monium, yet their results are positive. They 
act as infectious, and their physiological effects 
are unlike those which follow the breathing of 
any known gases. 


What is the natural deduction? Ifthe physio- 


logical effects which follow the breathing of 
sewage gases are actually produced by what 
then enters the organism, it must be something 
besides oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, carbon and 
sulpbar, in their various combinations. 
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If we note the manner in which sewage eman- 
ations act upon the system we will find that it 
bears no analogy with the action of any chemi- 
cally-known substance, gaseous or otherwise. 

The effects of any chemically-known poison 
are always the same, producing the same dis- 
turbances, the same symptoms, the same organic 
lesions, the same mode of death. The results 
are always proportionate to the amount of 
poison taken, and these effects cease with the 
victim. 

Sewage emanations act in a very different 
manner. They produce diseases of very different 
physiological and anatomical value. Very small 
amounts may develop fatal ailments, on the 
one hand, and on the other, large amounts may 
produce but slight derangement. And, above 
all, the poison once implanted in a human being, 
is capable of reproducing itself ad infinitum. 

It is also a noteworthy fact that the virulence 
of sewage poisoning does not depend as much 
upon any known condition of the gas as upon 
the personal condition of the victim, such as 
age, habits, state of health, etc. Many facts 
prove that a contaminated atmosphere may be 
breathed with impunity in hours of activity, 
which would produce serious ailments if breathed 
when the system is in the non-resistant condition 
of sleep, or even a posture of rest. 

Carpenter relates that a large number of 
children in one of the English workhouses were 
twice attacked with severe diarrhea from ex- 
posure to emanations from a manure factory, 
while the workmen had good health. 

Marcbison states that in a school at Clapham, 
twenty out of twenty-two boys were seized with 
violent vomiting, purging, prostration and fever 
within three hours after exposure to foul emana 
tions rising from a sewer which they had been 
watching the workmen clear. Some of the men 
became ill. 

In the epidemic of typhoid fever at Croydon, 
already cited, the report says: “We found 
servants chiefly attacked and their children ; the 
fathers were very seldom sick at all.” 

It is a well-known fact in malarial districts 
that inhabitants do not hesitate to walk or ride, 
especially after eating, through regions where 
they could not sleep or even drive with im- 
punity, and the fact that the six hundred work- 
men in the thoroughly ventilated sewers of 
Paris are generally exempt from zymotic dis- 


eases, as has been shown by severe epidemics 
in the city at various times, though cited by 
some in support of the theory that sewage 
emanations produce no diseases at all, is only 
an evidence of the resisting power given to the 
organism by active exercise. 

Let us now return to the fact that in sewage, 
besides its chemical constituents, the microscope 
reveals the presence of living bacteria, amebe, 
infusoria, fungi, etc. 

Now, I do not intend to say ex cathedra, 
gentlemen, it is the bacteria that produce the 
diseases; no, I only ask you to follow me pa- 
tiently through a series of statements, all based 
upon fact. 

In the first place, there do exist in sewage 
multitudes of living germs. These germs are 
analagous to others which experiments have 
shown to be capable of nourishment, growth 
and self-multiplication ; they are infinitely small, 
light, capable of being lified by the slightest 
current of air, in fact their habitat is watery 
vapor. In pure, dry air they immediately 
perish. In pure air charged with moisture they 
live for a length of time, yet undetermined. In 
humid air charged with putrified animal matter, 
they live, nourish themselves and acquire the 
full vigor of their nature. If now they are de- 
posited in a proper residys (a slice of apple is 
one frequently experimented with), they repro- 
duce themselves by myriads. 

We noted that sewage in addition to its 
organic matter and its living things is largely 
composed of water; that water is constantly 
passing into the state of vapor. We have, 
therefore, that as it liberates its one and a-half 
cubic inches of putrid gases per gallon per hour, 
it gives to the air around it the living germs, 
the humidity they need to live in, and the food 
they need to thrive upon. All they now want 
is the indus to hatch and multiply themselves. 

Note now the diseases produced by the so- 
called sewer gases. They are always of the in- 
fectious kind, one case may be the parent of a 
thousand. The first victim has taken the dis- 
ease from the sewage vapor, through the mouth | 
nose or eyes, or the blood-vessels may absorb it 
from the surface of any open wound or ulcer; 
but the second victim need have nothing to do 
with the sewage vapor, he may never have been 
near it, he may take it directly from the first 
victim, from his breath or his secretions. 
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_ passed with the sewage vapor into the first vic- 


_ also a rare occurrence. 
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Does it not seem as though something had 


tim, which had there multiplied and propagated 
its kind, and since its offspring had passed from 
the first to the second, for the same phenomena 
had been developed, and the same capability of 
reproduction ? 

I neither mean to commit myself here to the 
germ theory of disease, however much it may 
surpass in the degree of reasonableness, any 
other theory that may have been propounded ; 
nor do I intend to discuss the nature of conta- 
gion, nor the origin of these seemingly disease- 
producing living organisms, nor whether it is 
Virchow’s theory of spontaneous evolution of dis- 
ease germs in putrifying animal matter, or Pet- 
tenhofer’s view of a specific germ for each dis- 
ease, or Burden Sanderson’s putrifactive ferment 
theory, or Liebermeister’s, or Beale’s, that de- 
serves most credit; nor shall we take sides with 
either of the two current views of typhoid fever, 
the one holding, that one case must. be the direct 
offspring of a preceding one, the other, that the 
germ originates de novo, in putrifying animal 
matter. 

We take the bacteria as they are found, come 
whence they may, and give you the facts con- 
cerning them, and in relation to the diseases of 
the so-called sewage gas, such as they are. 


PROGRESS OF GYN ACOLOGY.* 
BY MARY A. CLAPP-BRINKMAN, M.D, 
(Continued from page 225 ) 

J. MARVIN Murray reports in the Phila. 
Med. Times, August 18, 1877, a case of hama- 
toma of the anterior wall of the vagina. This is 
It followed a fall. The 
first symptoms were not noticed for a month 
after the injury. The tumor began two and a- 
half inches from the vulva opening, and reached 
above the juncture of the cervix with the vagina. 
Eight ounces of blood were drawn off with no 
especial pain, followed by rapid recovery. 

It is found that charpie tampons which have 
been saturated with absolute alcohol, will de- 
stroy the odor from saneous uterine carcinoma 
with rapidity and certainty. 

The question came up before the Dublin Obst. 
Society, whether the habit of indulging in aleo- 


*Read before the Homeo ic Medica] Society of 
the County of New York. ss 


holic stimulants by women, depended on disease 
of the uterus, or bow far the stimulation might 
cause and maintain the disease? Uterine disease 
by its depressing influence on the system, will 
surely give rise to a craving for stimulants, and 
women who do not take alcoho) or morphia, 
will usually take strong tea and coffee. 

A case of great interest was reported recently 
by Dr. Phebe Wait, showing how much may 
be done in uterine diseases by a well-selected 
remedy. Patient 42 years old, had suffered with 
hysteric convulsions of extreme severity at every 
menstrual period. She was married at 14 years, 
before the menses made their first appearance. 
There was also a condition of dysmenorrhea, 
leucorrhea and hemorrhoids. After a few doses 
of sepia high the convulsions ceased, and did not 
return for*swo years, when the patient was last 
heard from. 

The late Dr. Dunham, in his study of sepia, has 
said, that the nervous system, especially in the 
female sex, standing in the closest relation to 
the sexual system, shows a tendency to erethism, 
in consequence of which hysteric phenomena 
present themselves, which may increase even to 
spasms. 

Among the new medical instruments, may be 
mentioned the Tupelo Tent, which may be seen 
at Tiemann & Co.'s, also a soft rubber female 
catheter, which answers for a drainage tube as 
well; the Russian Needle Forcep, a uterine 
dilator; Salt’s Sound and Syringe, for injecting 
fluid into the uterine cavity and withdrawing it 
with comparative safety ; the Automatic Serre- 
fine, which seems to be a great improvement 
upon former instruments. . 

Dr. Pagnelin’s Thermo-Cauterie, which con- 
sists of a hollow handle insulated with wood to 
protect the hands from the heat, and furnished 
with movable platinum heads. Into these cau- 
teries, which are hollow, after they have been 
heated to blackness in the flame of a spirit lamp, 
a blast of benzoline vapor is introduced by 
means of an ordinary spray bellows, which at 
once raises them to and maintains them ata 
state of vivid incandescence. The heat thus 
produced can be kept up for an indefinite time, 
by slightly compressing the bellows occasionally. 
They are expensive, but Tiemann & Co. have an 
excellent Thermo-Cautery constructed on the 
same principle, at a very low cost. 

Of the Hand-Book of Diseases of Women, 
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edited by Billroth, parts viii. and ix. have ap- 
peared. They are in German (part viii. is by 
Hildebrandt, part. ix. by Winckel). . Part viii. 
treats of Diseases of the External Genital Or- 
gans, and is illustrated with woodcuts. The 
defects and diseases are considered systemati- 
cally. The chapters are on the subjects named 
in the following list. These will best show the 
scope of the work : 

1st.—Defects of Development. 

8d.—Inflammation. 

4th.--CEdema and Gangrene. 

5th.—Exanthematic Processes. 

6th.—Lupus. 

7th.—Tumors. 

8th.—Diseases of the vulvo-vag. glands. 

9th'—Laceration of the perineum. 

10th—Reflex spasms of muscles, including 

vaginismus. 

11th.—Pruritus. 

12th.—Coceyodynia. 

The part by Winckel on the Diseases of the 
Female Bladder and Urethra, is also abundantly 
illustrated, and presents a large work in three 
portions. First, introductory, with a chapter 
_ on @ historical retrospect. One on physiologi- 
cal and anatomical remarks in reference to the 
bladder and urethra of the female. Another on 
the methods of investigation, and finally, some 
statistics as to the relative frequency of the dif- 
ferent diseases which are found to effect these 
urinary passages. 

Part First presents the defects and diseases 
of the urethra: 

. L—Defects of Development. 

of Form Position. 

“ TII.—Disturbances of Nutrition (inflam- 
matory). 

“ IV.—New Growths. 

V.—Neuralgia. 

Bodies in the Female Ure- 


Part Second, of the Bladder : 

Chap. I—Defects of Development. 

 IL—Defects of Form and Position. 

“ TII.—Traumatism. 

“ IV.—New Growths. 

“ V.—Disturbances in the Nutrition—this 
rhage, Hypertrophy and Atro 

“ VL—Foreign Bodies. 

“ VII.—Neuroses of the Bladder. 

The work gives promise of being comprehen- 
sive and reliable—well adapted to the use of 
_ practitioner and student—not being too bulky 
for a busy man to consider as books of reference. 


The improvements whict. have been made 
gynecology up to the present time, have been 
markedly in the direction of physical diagnosis 
and surgical operations, while the field of 
remains comparatively un- 
cultivated. Many pelvic difficulties may be re- 
moved by correcting functional derangements, 
while it is also true that many symptoms which 
are referred to these organs, may be relieved at 
once by proper mechanical means. We need s 
practical application of materia medica to this 
especial class of diseases. To effect this, let us 
first explore the pelvic cavity and note the patho- 
logical conditions and accompanying symptoms. 
As groups of symptoms disappear under the ap- 

lied remedy, compare the changed condition 

‘om time to time with the first record until the 
cure is effected. By this method we shall do 
much to advance our knowledge of the curative 
action of drugs. It is evident that provings 
cannot be pushed beyond a certain limit, and we 
must, therefore, rely upon observation in a great 
measure. It Regbe hoped that in the future, 
many diseases ef the pelvic organs may be 
cured medically, where at the present day surgi- 
cal treatment is so often solely relied upon. 


“Giinis. 


CASE OF CANCER OF THE STOMACH. 
BY J. N. TILDEN, M.D., PEEKSKILL. 


THE recent death of G. D., aged 65, closes the 
history of a case of disease, interesting, instruc- 
tive, and worthy of record. n 

The family history of this patient is remark- 
ably good, and with the single exception of an 
attack of acute rheumatism, twenty-five or more 
years ago, his health had always been excellent, 
until he reached the age of 60. 

At this time, the first evidence of failing health | 
was the occurrence of a persistent pruritic affec- 
tion, most marked about the ankles and upon the 
outer aspect of the fore-arms. From its first oo- 
currence five years ago, it never left him entirely; 
at one time better, and again worse, and some- 
times attended with a dry, papular eruption. 

In the winter of 1874, and 1875, he complained 
that he could not read or write even a short time 
without suffering from a feeling of pressure in 
the head, and confusion of thought, and at vari- 
ous times had several attacks of dizziness, faint- 
ness and nausea on rising in the morning. In 
April 1875, he had an attack of severe pain in 
the chest, referred principally to the cardiac re- 
gion, attended with short and difficult breathing, 


irregular action of the heart, feeble and inter- 
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‘mittent pulse, and a distinct cardiac murmur oc- 


curring with the first sound of the heart, and 
loudest near the apex. From this attack he did 
not recover to his former condition, but was 
thenceforth unable to lie upon the left side, and 
had embarrassment of breathing from exertion, 
with the heart murmur and irregular pulse above 
noted. About seven months later, in the follow- 
ing November, had another similar attack, more 
severe than the first, and for a few days could 
not lie down from dyspnea. This was the only 
time that this symptom occurred. From this 
time onward, in addition to the disturbed action 
of the heart, and oppressed respiration, there 
was slight edema of lower extremities, with 
progressive anemia and debility. The sleep was 
imperfect, being disturbed mostly by the pruritic 
affection before mentioned. 

Another symptom which continued through- 
out the remainder of his life, was a marked dif- 
ference in the strength of the radial arterial im- 
pulse. The left being very much weaker than 
the right. 

A year later, in 1876, we find that although 
the heart murmur, anemia and debility, and the 
@dema of lower extremities are about the same, 
yet the oppression about the chest is very much 
better; and although he cannot lie upon his left 
side, yet nearly all of the unpleasant feelings 
referable to the precordia, have gradually dimin- 
ished. The action of the heart is still irregular, 
and accompanied with the systolic murmur, and 
the apex beat is found lower down, and to the 
left of its normal position. 

About this time, September, 1876, he first be- 
gan to complain of a strange, indefinable sensa- 
tion of distress in the left inferior portion of the 
epigastric region, and sometimes extending into 
the left upper portion of the umbilical region and 
left lumbar region. This distress seemed to be 
a feeling of fullness and distension, as if from in- 
digestion, and coincident with this, he himself 
first discovered a tumor or “ bunch,” as he termed 
it. Its size and character were difficult to deter- 
mine, from its extreme mobility. Its seat was 
apparently to the left, and slightly above the 
umbilicus—a hard, smooth, globular mass, two or 
three inches in diameter, and so movable that 
even while the hand rested upon it, it would 
glide away and disappear beneath the margin of 
the false ribs—then by a change in the position 
of the body, it might sometimes again be felt, 


and again it would not be possible to trace it. 
An evidence of its eccentricity, and the difficulty 
of locating it, will be noted in the fact, that. in. 
January, 1877, hie was carefully examined by an 
eminent medical gentleman, and no tumor was. 
found, and the same evening on his return home, 
it could be distinctly felt in the region above: 
indicated, (viz., left upper umbilical). 

In all respects, except the heart and this tumor, 
his organs seemed in good condition. The ac-. 
tion of the kidneys was normal, and excepting: 
constipation, which had been persistent for many’ 
years, the condition of his digestion seenied per- 
fect in every way. There were no symptoms. 
whatever of indigestion. His extremely regular 
habits, and care to eat none but the most. . 
nourishing ,and easily digested food, were re- 
markable ; and during the time when his strength. 
and general condition retrograded, I often re- 
marked to him, that his good stomach and ex- 
cellent digestion were the great factors to be: 
depended on in restoring his health. 

A few weeks before his death, December, 1877;. 
we find that the tumor has increased in size, so that. 
it measures about five or six inches transversely 
by three or four longitudinally. It is tender, 
somewhat nodulated, has lost its mobility, and is. 
situated in the central umbilical region, inclined 
slightly to the left, and easily definable through 
the thin abdominal walls. Loss of strength and 
emaciation had been progressive, and the anemia - 
had gradually merged into that sallow, waxy 
pallor, so characteristic of the caticerous cachexia. 
He has complained of no pain during the last 
months, but says. sometimes that “ his bunch 
troubles him ;” this trouble seems to be fullness, 
sensation of indigestion, as if from flatulence ; 
the tongue has grown red and tender; he has 
constant dryness of mouth and throat, and longs 
for cold water, but does not drink it, as he says - 
that it “goes to his bunch and distresses him.” 
He eats nothing save the most bland articles, 
such as milk, farinaceous food and beef-juice, 
but cannot take anything cold; a few times in 
the morning his stomach has felt uneasy and 
nauseated, and has rarely rejected breakfast, but 
at no time did he reject anything save the 
ingesta. Has had considerable flatulence, and 
bowels have shown a tendency io relaxation. 
Heart sounds are abnormal, though from debility 
it is impossible to separate them, so as to locate 
accurately the murmur; but there are no other 
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symptoms to call attention to the heart. The, 
urine is heavily laden with phosphates. The 
patient often says that “if it were not for my 
weakness I should feel as well as ever.” The 
last week in November, without any apparent 
proximate cause, he was attacked with an acute, 
painless diarrhea, which terminated his life on 
December 6th. 

Before giving the result of the post-mortem 
examination, it will be a matter of interest to 
note some of the various diagnoses made. From 
the character of the heart sounds mitral regurgi- 
tation was concurred in by four or five different 
physicians, who examined him carefully and at 
various times prior to the last year of his illness, 
and the tumor when found was pronounced 
cancerous in its character, but its seat held in 
doubt by nearly all who saw him. Steady 
pressure upon the tumor would produce a 
gurgling sound and would apparently diminish 
its size. Pulsation was quite strong, even out 
of proportion to the heart-beat, and thus gave 
rise to the opinion from one medical gentleman, 
that it was an aneurismal tumor; an eminent 
surgeon gave the opinion in its early stages, of 
fecal impaction of the transverse colon; and a 
few weeks before death another eminent medical 
teacher pronounced it cancer on the omentum, 
and was the only one who questioned the ex- 
istence of mitral lesions. 

The post-mortem, held thirty hours after 
death, revealed extensive carcinomatous disease 
of the stomach, with adhesions to the duodenum 
and transverse colon. The cancerous mass did 
not involve the pylorous, so as to produce 
narrowing, but extended from its inferior border 
along the greater curvature for 7 or 8 inches, 
and evidently was of a medullary form, origina- 
ting in the submucous areolar tissue. The 
mucous membrane of the stomach was almost 
intact, and this fact undoubtedly led to error in 
locating the tumor. 

The heart was very largely dilated through- 
out, with correspondingly thin, flaccid walls, 
but there were no apparent valvular lesions; 
certainly no calcareous change, no vegetations, 
no adhesions or evidences of old inflammatory 
action. There might, and undoubtedly did 
exist, some change in the muscular attachments 
of the mitral valves which permitted regurgita- 
tion, or as Da Costa states, “ the possibility of 
valves having been insufficient to perform their 


functions during life, and yet no signs of their 
incompetence be detected after death, at least 
none indicated by any structural change in the 
valves. That such cases occur is attested by 
more than one observer. They have generally 
been found to be connected with dilatation, 
and are due, perhaps, as suggested by Dr. 
Bristowe, to the ventricle dilating without a 
corresponding elongation of the musculi pa - 
pillaries and chorde tending. This explana- 
tion only holds good with reference to regurgi- 
tation through the auriculo ventricular aper- 
tures.” 

This would seem to be the probable explana- 
tion of the condition of the case under considera- 
tion, for the systolic apex murmur diagnostic 
of mitral regurgitation was recognized by several 
physicians of undoubted skill and wide experi- 
ence. Another question of interest which pre- 
sents itself is, that although the heart was largely 
dilated, why was this lesion so quiescent during 
the last year of his life? The answer must, I 
think, be found in the fact that the entire influ- 
ence of the mind was drawn from the heart to 
the consideration of the abdominal tumor. 

This view is strengthened by the fact that he 
constantly studied his own symptoms, and was 
for six months from February, 1877, under the 
care of a positivist, who confidently assured him 
that there was no difficulty whatever with his 
heart. 

We learn again, the lesson so often repeated, 
of using the utmost care and discrimination in 
the diagnosis of abdominal tumors. In this case, 
the position of the tumor quite below and to the 
left of the usual seat of cancer of the stomach, 
as well as its extreme mobility in its early stages, 
prevented a correct diagnosis. An important 
point which was quite overlooked, was to have 
noticed the change of position in the tumor, cor- 
responding to the stomach, being distended with 
food or empty. The well marked cancerous 
cachexia. The apparent diminution of size, and 
the gurgling produced by pressure upon the 
tumor, the distress occasioned immediately on 
taking anything cold into the stomach, and, at 
the same time, bearing in mind the fact that “in 
some cases of cancer of the stomach, there are 
few or no symptoms denoting any serious affec- 
tion” up to a short time before death (also the 
fact that vomiting and pain do not always oceur 
in’ these cases). All these are points which 
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should have led to the suspicion that the carcino- 
matous tumor in some way involved the stom- 
ach—a diagnosis which was not made by any 
one of the dozen different physicians who exam- 
a this patient during the later fifteen months 
of life. 

It is my impression that when we do not find 
anorexia, lancinating pain and vomiting, we are 
apt to exclude carcinoma of the stomach at once, 
without further investigation, and although hap- 
pily in this case the failure of a correct diagnosis 
did not have any bearing upon the prolongation 
of life, still there is no greater recompense to 
careful observation and study, than the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that our diligence is rewarded 
by arriving at correct conclusions and thorough 
knowledge of disease. 

‘ 


IRIS VERSICOLOR IN CHOLERA 
MORBUS. 


BY H. L. WALDO, M.D. 


Iris VERSICOLOR or blue flag, is one of the so- 
called “New Remedies,” and has never yet 
received from the homeopathic profession that 
careful study which I believe it deserves, neither 
is it often prescribed by many physicians, in 
those peculiarly distressing cases in which its 
effects are so evident. Its most prominent 
action on the healthy body seems to be to pro- 
duce an increased secretion from all the glands 
that open into the alimentary canal, and also an 
extremely irritated or congested condition of 
the mucous membrane, without any apparent 
tendency to ulceration or destruction of tissue. 

Cholera morbus, “ sick headache,” and certain 
pustular eruptions are almost the only diseases 
in which it has been used, and that homeopathic 
physician who does not often prescribe it in 
these diseases, fails to use one of the most potent 
remedies at his command. 

Occasional reports of cures have appeared in 
the journals, but we are principally indebted to 
Hale’s New Remedies, and the excellent prov- 
ings there recorded, for our knowledge of the 
action of the drug. 

_ Arsenicum and veratrum album are probably 
its closest analogues in cases of cholera morbus, 
but it does not cause the marked hippocratic 
countenance, the intestinal ulcerations and gan- 
grenous conditions of the former, nor the des- 
quamation of intestinal epithelium and sudden 
and extreme collapse of the latter, though its 
subjective symptoms may be just as severe as 
those of either drug. Arsenicum acts upon mu- 


cous membranes by producing irritation which 
leads to inflammation of a persistent character. 
This inflammation always tends to ulceration, 
and the ulceration to destruction or at least to 
persist and spread. Veratrum in its action upon 
the gastro-intestinal mucous membrane, proba- 
bly never causes an actual inflammation or ulcer- 
ation, but it causes such an intense hyperemia 
(Schroff, Hughes) az to lead to a “rapid degenera 
tion of the mucous membrane, and exfoliation 
of epithelium, but no gastro-enteritis.” 

Tris seems to occupy a position entirely dis- 
tinct from these two drugs, and yet its symptoms 
are very similar. It causes intense burning 
through the entire length of the alimentary canal, 
with a profuse secretion of water and mucus, 
and even the transudation of blood; but so far 
as we know, there is no tendency to inflamma- 
tion or to the formation of ulcers, on the one 
hand, nor to “ degeneration of the mucous mem- 
brane,” on the other. In addition to these symp- 
toms, there is congestion of the pancreas, a con- 
siderebly increased secretion of bile, and a pro- 
fuse secretion of saliva; but, in twenty-four 
hours after the most alarming symptoms are ex- 
perienced by the prover, all the functions are 
completely restored, and every organ is acting 
perfectly, showing that the derangement has 
been one of function simply. The action of iris 
upon the liver is such, according to Hale, that the 
fluid constituents of bile are increased, but not 
the solid. In this respect it resembles podophyl- 
lum and calomel, and differs from leptandra, 
which causes an increased elimination of the 
solid or excrementitious elements of the bile. 
Increased secretion from the mucous membrane 
and from the intestinal glands, and a greatly 
increased -quantity of fluid bile are almost the 
only result of the pathological conditions that 
lie at the foundation of cholera morbus. This 
may be brought about by an error in diet, or by 
some condition of the atmosphere, or perhaps, 
as some contend, by a specific contagion, but it 
results in little more than hypersecretion and the 
organs soon resume their natural functions. 
Every physician frequently sees cases in the early 
morning hours in which vomiting and purging 
are incessant, and the quantity evacuated very 
large, in which the pains are very severe and 
the symptoms of collapse are present, and yet, on 
the following evening all the organs are acting 
normally, and the only symptoms are those of 
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exhaustion, due to the great pain and loss of 
fluid, It seems to me in these cases we do not 
require a remedy like arsenicum, that penetrates 
every tissue of the body, and leaves behind it 
long-lasting structural changes, but one like iris, 
in which the functions are violently excited, but 
in which the natural tendency is to proceed no 
farther. 

The following symptoms, copied from the 
provings of Dr. Burt, will show its exact home@o- 
pathicity to many cases of cholera morbus: 
“ Great pain and distress in the stomach, terri- 
ble to endure; an awful burning distress deep in 
. the region of the pancreas; great rumbling and 
distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, 
with great desire for stool, followed immediate- 
ly by a copious, thin watery stool, which could 
not be retained a moment without much pain.” 
After taking another dose of the drug, “ great 
distress in the epigastric region, horrible to en- 
dure ; an hour and a-half later the distress is still 
increasing ; very restless; cannot be still a mo- 
ment; thinks he cannot live; very much fright- 
ened ; copious discharge of thin water from the 
bowels, but no abatement of the awful agony in 
the epigastric region. An hour later another 
large stool of water, tinged with bile; the 
water ran from the bowels in a continuous 
stream, nearly two quarts in quantity; great 
rumbling in the bent but no pain. is was 
at three o’clock P.M.; the next morning the prover 
was as well as usual, except that he was very 
irritable.” 

Another proving gives the following symp- 
toms : “ 2.30, P. M., large yellow papescent stool, 
with great rumbling and no pain; five minutes 
later, another large watery stool; burning in 
the pancreas, fearful to endure ; rumbling in the 
bowels, no pain ; 2.45, another watery stool with 
colicky pains in epigastrium; 5.30 P. M., there 
has been severe colic in epigastric and umbilical 
regions for the last two hours, and every few 
moments a copious, watery stool, with great 
rumbling; 6 P. M., great pain and distress in the 
bowels, followed by 2 large, watery stool; anus 
feels on fire. 6.30 P.M., another watery stool; 
7 P. M. another watery stool, disposition to 
strain, great burning in the anus; 9 P. M., another 
watery stool with straining, anus feels on fire.” 
Copious passages of water, attended with con- 
siderable tenesmus and followed by blood and 
mucus, continued to occur for the next eighteen 
hours, after which the normal condition was rap- 


idly restored. I have been in the habit of 
pe hem the burning deep down in the region 
the pancreas and the burning in the anus as 


ially characteristic symptoms. I know of 
no other remedy that produces this burning in 


the pancreas in such a characteristic manner. 
The stools are thin, watery, with very little odor 
and considerably colored by the presence of 
bile. One observer thinks he has seen stools of 
pure bile. The matter vomited is sometimes 
of almost the same appearance as that 

from the bowels, and is  egyexs very bitter or 
sour and acrid from the admixture of bile. 
Query : Was the burning at the anus due simply 
to the large amount of bile in the ges ? 
Were not the few of bloody mucus 
that occurred, due rather to the irritations set up 
in the rectum by the almost continual passage of 
bile, than to any specific action of iris on the 
rectum? Will not continued efforts at evacua- 
tion on the part of the rectum fer a period of 
twenty-four hours, lead to extreme irritability of 
the mucous membrane and tenesmus ? e 
notice that these symptoms of the rectum, aside 
from the burning, did not appear till the action 
of the drug had continued several hours. 

I should not administer iris in a case of cholera 
morbus unless the presence of bile was easily 
discernible in the discharges, and I should have 
littie hope of success from its use in cases that 
had shown no improvement after the remed 
had been administered twelve hours. It woul 
probably do no good in the stage of collapse, and 
those cases accompanied by a high fever, by 
putrid or decom stools, and by long con- 
tinued prostration, will have to be cured by some 
other remedy. It will be noticed that in the 
provings of iris, all the secretions were expelled 
immediately, no opportunity being afforded for 
any essential change in their passage through the 
intestinal canal. 

The following case is but one of many that I 
might report, in which this remedy has afforded 
very prompt relief: I was called early on a hot 
August morning to see a gentleman abont fifty 
years of age, who had had cholera morbus sev- 
eral hours, very severely. I found him sitting 
Soy one “chamber” and vomiting into another. 

e passages, or the efforts at vomiting, were 
occurring so frequently as to give him no oppor- 
tunity to remain in bed. He was wishened ¢ 80 
as to require support upon the vessel, and was 
unable to get into bed without assistance. There 
was little difference in appearance between the 
matter vomited and that passed from the bow- 
els. There was scarcely any odor about it; it 
was yellow water, and very copious. He was 
suffering great pain through the whole stomach 
and bowels; the limbs, especially the calves of 
the legs and the feet were cramping almost 
constantly, and were cold. I prescri iris 
versicolor. Ina few moments we were able to 
get him into bed; but a few efforts at vomiting 
were made, and not more than three or four 

occurred ; the cramps in the legs continu- 
ed till I prescribed aceticum, which 
afforded speedy relief. His subsequent recovery 
was rapid. 
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ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT of an i L to the exercise of 
"—Code Ethics, Amer. Med. Ass., Art. iv., 


his profession. 
Bee. 1. 


THE publishers of the Homa@opaTHic TIMEs, 
wishing to place it within the reach of all, offer 
the following inducements : 

To clubs of ten, with $20 paid in advance, 
Tue TimEs will be sent to the address of each 
subscriber for the year ending March, 1879. 
The February and March issues of the present 
year, will also be sent free. 

THe TriMmEs is a medical newspaper, and in 
addition to its department of original articles 
and cliniques, presents monthly, carefully pre- 
pared criticisms of new books, and a general 
summary of medical and scientific news. The 
next volume, without any additional cost to our 
subscribers, will contain a retroapect of Home@o- 
pathic literature of the world, and journalistic 
notes, in which will be given the cream of the 

ablest articles in the journals of other schools. 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


THE law of the State of New York requires 
every physician to be a member of a county 
society. The provision is a wise one, intended 
not only to protect the public, but to benefit the 
physician. A physician cannot well isolate him- 
self from his fellow practitioner without detri- 
ment to himself and injury to his practice, and 
the law, by compelling him to belong toa legally 
constituted society, protects the community to 
a certain extent, by making his brethren in the 
profession ‘answerable for his intelligence and 


responsible for his acts. Every man as a good 
citizen should cheerfully obey, not only the letter, 
but the spirit of the law, which makes the pro- 
fession itself responsible for the originating and 
efficiency of great sanitary measures, and the 
proper education of its members. A man how- 
ever debased his nature, however strong his dis- 
position to evil, naturally hesitates when he 
knows his acts will receive the close scrutiny of 
his fellow practitioners. For a time he may, 
perhaps, have gained such an ascendency over 
his associates, as to be able to use them in fur- 
thering his corrupt and selfish purposes, but by- 
and-by there comes a reaction; the necessities 
of the community beget a healthy public opinion, 
and the dictator of to-day, using his professional 
brethren as tools to accomplish his ends, finds 
to-morrow, notwithstanding the lion’s skin with 


which he has clothed himself, the cowardice — 


and malice of his nature have revealed the fraud 
and held him up to merited ridicule and con- 
tempt. Societies, which represent the body of 
the profession, can, if they choose, by their dig- 
nity, their strict love of justice, by holding. 
strictly to account violations of principles of 


|honor, and frowning upon acts among their 


members unbecoming gentlemen, receive the 
respect of the community as honest, earnest 
workers in the cause of progress and science. 
The Roman mother, pointing to her sons in the 
dignity and beauty of their manhood, proudly 
said: “ These are my jewels.” The profession, 
pointing to the hospitals, asylums, and colleges 
which have grown up in their midst, should be 
able to say, “These are our jewels.” By the 
world at large they are looked upon as an index 
of the ability, the standing, the scientific culture 


of the school to which they belong, and the | 


whole branch of ,the profession is judged to a 
great extent by them. The pointed question is 
asked, what is your literature, what work has it 
done for humanity, what progress has it made 
in science, what great truths defended; what is 


the standing of your colleges, what the ability of 


: 
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their teachers, what their faculty for imparting 
a sound, practical scientific education; what is 
the record of your hospitals, and how do they 
compare with other institutions ? 

Every individual, to a certain extent, shares 
the reputation of the public institutions of the 
school to which he belongs. He must take the 
responsibility whether he will or not. Every 
individual shares in the standing of the society 
to which the law compels him to belong. If 
the society is a centre of intellectual light, if its 
discussions are marked by that ability which in- 
cludes sound, practical information and a logical 
presentation of great truths, each individual 
member occupies a higher stand in the commu- 
nity and takes a nobler rank in his profession. 
If, on the contrary, the discussions are void of 
interest, full of platitudes and puerile arguments, 
serving up the pap of early babyhood instead 
of the strong meat of manhood; if what should 
be a scientific organization, where earnest men, 
fully alive to the dignity of their position, should 
discuss as gentlemen great questions of science, 
is turned into a bear garden where boys, stand- 
ing on the threshold of their profession, show 
how little they appreciate their noble calling, 
by hissing and stamping, and fierce cries of “ put 
hini out,” when a teacher, honored in the ranks of 
the profession for scholarship, whose age should 
at least have commanded respect, is protesting 
in a manly yet indignant manner, against the un- 
warranted insult put upon him, the disgrace at- 
taches to the society as a whole, unless it takes 
prompt measures to cleanse itself from the stain 
and prevent a recurrence. 

An active, energetic profession, speaking 
through its societies, can stand before the com- 
munity respected, honored, receiving its share 
of public favor, or permit itself to be disgraced 
by individual members. It can and should say 
to the managers of public institutions, bury your 
animosities, act honorably and justly to all and 
for the best good of humanity, whose servants 
we all are, or failing to reform, we will leave 


you severely alone. There is no moral law 
which compels us to be bound by creed in send- 
ing our patients to special hospitals or our stu- 
dents to particular colleges. On the contrary, 
every man is bound by the law of honor, to 
advise the young man who looks to him for 
counsel and direction in marking out his future 
studies, to go where he can be the most 
thoroughly trained in the fundamental principles 
of his profession, and where the practical advan- 
tages arising from clinical instruction and 
minute scientific investigation are the best. 

Remember, the County Society, by the nature 
of its organization, the law of the State requir- 
ing every practicing physician to belong to it, is, 
to a certain extent, the mouth-piece of the pro- 
fession, and that it, together with the State 
Society, should have a strong voice in the man- 
agement of our public institutions. If each indi- 
vidual reflects upon the duty he owes, not only 
to science, but the public, there will be no dodg- 
ing the issue, but a united effort, casting to the 
winds all private issues or selfish considerations, 
to roll on the car of progress, making our pro- 
fession respected and honored by all, and the 
public institutions, by the ability and wisdom of 
their management, shining like beacon lights 
with a bright and steady radiance. 


SOCIETY WORK. 


THE association of medical men for the pur- 
pose of mutual interchange of ideas and expe- 
riences, should constitute the chief object in the 
organization of medical societies. Such associa- 
tions, if rightly constituted and conducted, are 
equal to immense service in the promotion of 
progressive and scientific medical purposes. 

In no other of the learned professions is a 
similar organization so important as in our own. 
We who have to deal with the question of life 
and death, if conscientious, can but feel the neces- 
sity for knowing of the experience of others, 
together with such observations and means as 
may have proved useful to them under similar 
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circumstances. We therefore claim, that it is not 
only for the interest, but is the duty of every 
member of the medical profession, to unite in 
society work, and to do what he can to promote 
the interests of the whole, and in so doing add 
to his own. 

There are none so learned, or so grossly igno- 
rant, that they cannot teach others or learn some- 
thing themselves. 

Much of the lethargy which holds with an iron 
grasp, many of the members of our own profes- 
sion, is due more to procrastination than to lack 
of ability. One may make up his mind to write 
& paper upon a given subject, or relate his ex- 
periences in the treatment of disease, and never 
reach the point when he is ready to attempt it; 
some from want of sufficient impulse to take the 
initiative. 

On account of this torpidity and inanimation, 
the duties devolving upon the officers of a so- 
ciety become more arduous and discouraging. 
Those who feel the responsibility of providing 
sufficient and proper material for consideration, 
are sometimes chagrined at the disappointment 
which meets them, and this even from those of 
whom better might be expected. 

If these meetings prove uninteresting, the fault 
most generally lies with its members, provided 
the officers have exercised a reasonable effort to 
make them what they should be. 

Much valuable time is often lost, in the dis- 
cussion of subjects, in reference to which, no 
matter how clear they may seem to individuals, 
cannot be made apparent to any considerable 
number. It were better that such attempts be 
omitted, if no possible good can come from 
their consideration. Then again, time is occu- 
pied in the attempted elucidation of matters 
which are not of sufficient importance to engage 
our attention, and still other, to efforts directed 
to individual enas, and unworthy the consider- 
ation of the whole. 

Whenever one has a subject which may be 
deemed worthy of occupying valuable time in 


consideration, it is due to the members of a body 


which never has any time to waste, that the 
mover shall present it in the most succinct man- 
ner possible, in order that any point which it con- 
tains may be plainly discernible to all. 

In our experience, long essays in such meet- 
ings as we refer to, are not so desirable and do 
not bring out expressions of opinion to such an 
extent as do their synopses, the points of which 
are plainly and clearly indicated. 

Another important element in this society 
work, is that of harmony. In order that this 
may be promoted, a proper amount of courtesy 
and charity must be exercised by those who may 
constitute the particular meeting. Inharmoni- 
ous action is frequently due toa lack of under- 
standing of the questions proposed, and this may 
be occasioned by the bungling manner in which 
they are presented. Sometimes deep prejudices 


enter largely as an element to disturb what ~ 


would otherwise be harmonious action. 

In a noble and benign profession like ours, 
gross and abusive personalities should never 
enter. If debate must be clothed with passion, 
noue should so far forget themselves as to allow 
its control to the sacrifice of one’s better self, or 
in violation of the “ golden rule,” upon which 
is based our “ code of ethics.” . 

In conclusion, we must urge the maxim : “ Jn 
certis, unitas ; in dubiis, libertas,” the exercise 
of which may be safely followed. 


MRS. CARROLL DUNHAM. 


It is with deep regret that we announce the 
death of Mrs. Carroll Dunham, which occurred 
in this city, January 22d, 1878, at the age of 
about 50. Since the death of her husband, nearly 
one year since, Mrs. Dunham has been actively 
engaged in preparing the works of her late hus- 


band for the press—one of which has ay ? 
rt whi 


issued, and another nearly ready—an effo 

has been crowned with the enconiums of the 
profession in general. On account of the close 
mutual sympathies which existed between Mrs. 
Dunham and her late husband, she was emi- 
nently fitted for the editorial duties which she 
assumed and so faithfully consummated, and we 
know of none who can continue this work so 


faithfully begun. 
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Correspondence. 


THE HARLEQUIN HOMCOPATH. 

THE allopathic school has amused the world 
in general and the home@opathists in particular, 
with the various caricatures of homeopathy 
drawn for our benefit; all their caricatures 
showing the deplorable ignorance of the sub- 
ject, by their humorons disposition taken in 
hand. ‘ 

We now are amused once more by presenting 
to the homeopathists a grosser caricature drawn 
up bya society of professing members of our 
profession. The birth-place of this caricature is 
that great city,“ Albany, N. Y.” The repre- 
sentative man from the New York capital, if 
reports of our journals are true, was but lately 
so tenderly handled at “ Utica,” that the friends 
of peace and of law and order really entertained 
the fallacious idea that the honors heaped on 
him then and there would prevent his modesty 
and sense of propriety to seek more honors for 
some time to come. But human calculations, 
based on common sense experience, will prove 
fallacious. There are men who cannot be satis- 
fied by honors bestowed on them liberally, and 
there are men who never know when they are 
beaten, whipped and demolished ; they respec- 
tively seek more honors, and they seek more 


whipping. Now we find in the Albany Journal). 


of December 12th, 1877, tke following commu- 
nication : 

Ata meeting of the County Homaopathic Medical 
Society, held at the Hospital, Tuesday evening, Decem- 
ber 11th, the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, 1st, That the pathological condition and 
the totality of the symptoms, primary and secondary, 
constitute the sole indications of the choice of the 
remedy. 

2d. That the only proper way to ascertain the disease- 
producing properties of medicines is to prove them on 
the healthy; and only such effects of medicines are 
deemed of value as are plainly the result of the toxi- 
cological action of the substances proven. 

8d. That in order to secure the best possible practi- 
cal results, medicines should be mainly administered 
singly, and in doses, which, while sufficient to cure, are 
not so small ag to be inappreciable in quantity. 

4th. That the local application of remedies in many 
non-surgical diseases is frequently admissible, and when 
properly employed in connection with appropriate 


. internal treatment is often essential to a complete cure, 


and is not necessarily liable to abuse or to be followed 
by dangerous complications. | 


5th. That the theory of dynamization of drugs pro- 
mulgated by Hahnemann in the Organon, is, in the 
opinion of this society, false in theory, and should be 
discarded by the hom@opathic profession, 

Wm. Van Denzez, Secretary. 

Harlequin appears on the medical stage and 
amuses himself by offending common sense, com- 
mon propriety, and all thoughtful men, by 
reciting a “parody.” The intention is evidently 
to caricature the essential points of the hom@o- 
pathic doctrine in the Declaration of Home@o- 
pathic Principles lately laid before the profes- 
sion. 

The first two essential points have been ruth- 
lessly thrown overboard, they are not even men- 
tioned, but to make up for this seeming cruelty, 
a new point has been added. The two points 
condemned to oblivion by the Albany County 
Hom. Medical Society, read originally thus : 

1. The cure of the sick is most easily, mildly, 
and permanently effected by medicines that are 
themselves capable of producing in a healthy 
ag morbid symptoms similar to those of the 
sick. 


2. The cheuged and morbid conditions of tis- 
sues and organs are results of a dynamic disturb- 
ance, and not the cause of the disease. (With 
these two first essential points the father of the 
parody has absolutely nothing to do). The third 
point reads originally. 

8. The totality of the symptoms, subjective 
and objective, is the sole indication for the choice 
of the remedy. 

Parody.—The pathological condition, and the 
totality of the symptoms, primary and secondary, 
constitute the sole indication of the choice of 
the remedy. 

Comments.—The original is in full harmony 
with Hahnemann’s teachings. The parody is an 
absurdity. The totality of the symptoms neces- 
sarily includes what there is of a pathological’ 
condition; but the pathological condition, as 
such, never indicates any remedy, the mention 
of it is “ a tautology,” and leads to a misconcep- 
tion of the principles of our school. What is 
the meaning of primaryand secondary symp- 
toms, in this connection, is hard to guess at. For 
our part we have never found an allnsion to them 
in Hahnemann’s writings. It may-be that the 
learned writer of the parody alludes to the rule 
to take also into consideration, when choosing a 
remedy, the past condition of the sick; but if 
that was meant, it is not so expressed. ~ 


4. The only proper way to ascertain the sick- 
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on the healthy. 

Parody.—The only proper way to ascertain 
the disease-producing properties of medicines is 
to prove them on the healthy; and only such 
effects of medicines are deemed of value as are 
plainly the result of the toxicological action of 
the substances proven. 

Comments.—The parody has changed “ sick- 
making properties ” to “ disease-producing prop- 
erties.” Whoever heard of a medicine produc- 
ing “a disease?” Have we any fixed, unchanga- 
ble forms of any disease? Andsurely no medi- 
cine can ever produce anything more or less 
than “an artificial disease,” similar, but not iden- 
tical with the natural disease, therefore it is 
termed sick-making, not disease-producing prop- 
erty. Superlatively grand is the new idea, to 
only deem of value such effects as are plainly the 
result of the toxicological action of the sub- 
stances proven. This implies in the first place, 
that substances must be proven in such doses as 
will surely and plainly produce toxicological 
action. Where does “ Parody ” then place such 
provings as we have found to be reliable; say of 
natrum mur., lycopodium, sacchar. offic, silicea, 
lac. can., lactic acid, theridion, ete. And where 
will the provers come from; they will surely 
not submit to being “poisoned ?” Has “Parody” 
never heard of a Dr. Watzke, in Vienna, who 
proved natrum mur., and was honest enough to 
say, “ tbat he was sorry to be compelled to ac- 
knowledge, much against his previously con- 
ceived idea, that natrum mur., 30, acted much 
more powerfully than the lower triturations? and 
has “ Parody ” never found how very much less 
valuable the toxicological symptoms are? The 
newest plan to put a check on the publication of 
" provings made with potencies of substances, pos- 
sessing absolutely no toxicological effects, has 
never yet been exposed. It so happened that in 
1870, the American Institute accepted just such 
a proving, and ordered it to be printed in the 
transactions. That proving was never published, 
and “ Parody ” and his associate, in this grand 
piece of “ policy,” know all about it. When a 
better opportunity offers, this “scandal” will be 

We only now express the hope, that 
the Albany County Society will consistently 
make a proving, and take enough of the drug to 
produce efficient toxicological effects. 

5. In order to secure the best possible practical 


making so ae of medicines is to prove them 


results, medicines must be administered singly, 
and in a dose just sufficient to cure. 
Parody.—In order to secure the best possible 
practical results, medicines should be mainly 
administered singly, and in doses, which, while 
sufficient to cure, are not so small as to be inap- 
preciable in quantity. 
Comments.—The original, in harmony with 
Hahnemann’s teachings and injunctions claims 
that medicines MuUsT be administered singly ; 
this, as it appears, is a positive condition to se- 
cure the best possible results. Parody, evasively 
says “should be mainly administered singly,” the 
mainly leaves a wide door open to the “alter- 
nator and compounder” of medicines, which is 
contrary not only to the teachings of Hahne- 
mann, but contrary to common sense; even the 
advanced allopaths administer now-a-days but 
one remedy at a time. Farody, claiming else- 
where “absolute liberty,” becomes sublimely 


ridiculous when such liberality is shown as will 


define the dose. Parody, unlike the original, 
which leaves the posological question open to the 
judgment of the physicians, Parody, the “liberal” 
says, “‘ the dose must be given in an appreciable 
quantity. Appreciable is that which may and 
can be estimated. It would therefore follow, 
that preparations of medicines lose their power 
to cure as soon as the material presence of the 
drug can no longer be detected or traced. 
That is not Hahnemann’s teaching, that was not 
his experience, and is not the experience of the 
most advanced and successful practitioners of the 
homeopathic healing art. It is an appreciable 
arrogance of Parody and the County Society, to 
settle so arbitrarily the posological question, 
which has been left open for further discussion 
by all liberal minded members of the profes- 
sion, no matter what their individual opinion 
based on their individual experience may be. 

6. Local treatment of all kinds, in non-surgi 
cal cases, is not only unnecessary, but is apt to 
change the location of the disease, and induce 
dangerous complications, and never permanently 
cures. 

Parody.—That the local application of reme- 
dies in many non-surgical diseases is frequently 
admissible, and when properly employed in con- 
nection with appropriate internal treatment is 
often essential to a complete cure, and is not 
necessarily liable to abuse, or to be followed by 
dangerous complications. The original is in har- 
mony with Hahnemann’s teachings and injunc- 
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tions, especially expressed in his “Chronic Dis- 
eases,” and while local treatment implies the Jocal 
application of medicinal substances, it does not 
mean local applications of water, hot or cold, or 
of dry or moist heat. Parody proclaims Hahne- 
mann’s teachings, verified by the experience of 
his followers, “a mistake.” What does he mean 
under proper employment? and what under the 
connections with appropriate internal treatment? 
There is nothing of the kind to be found in any 
of our standard works on the homeopathic heal- 
ing-art, but, may be, there has been an act of 
Assembly! passed at Albany, defining these que- 
ries, then please let us have that act. 

Parody, now, in order to make up for the 
omission of the first two “points,” proclaims “that 
the theory of dynamization of drugs promulgated 
by Hahnemann in the Organon is, in the opin- 
ion of this society, false in theory, and should be 
discarded by the homeopathic profession.” 

Comments.—Homeopathy, as taught by Hah- 
nemann, treats and cures dynamic diseases with 
dynamic and dynamized drugs. That is all there 
is of it. The rejection of the theory of the 
dynamization of drugs, implies the previous re- 
jection of “dynamic diseases.” Both theories, 
if you please, are essential points in the homeo- 
pathic healing-art, in fact, without them it has 
no possible foundation, no possible existence. 

It is obvious that a society of physicians, like 
the one before us, passing resolutions not in har- 
mony with the essential points of the homeo- 
pathic doctrine, and condemning them besides 
arbitrarily, has no right to assume the title of a 
homeopathic society; they reject and condemn 
essential points, and establish for their own indi- 
vidual benefit a new system of medicine, but 
that system is just the opposite to the healing-art 
promulgated by Hahnemann, and by him called 
homeopathy. And if these learned men, com- 
posing the above alluded to society, are opposed, 
and condemn, and discard homeopathy, and 
know of a better way to cure the sick than Hahne- 
mann taught us, would they not be justified in 
dropping the name, and substitute the name of 
men who can show “a better way,” or go to a 
set to which they really and truly show great 
affinity, called the eclectic school? Truth and 
error can never co-exist together, not even under 
an act of Assembly, passed somehow at Albany. 
Homeopathy will never be perverted into 
eclecticism. Ap. Lippg, M.D. 


LOCAL APPLICATIONS. 
SUPPRESSED STOMACH AND BOWEL DISEASES. 
BY BR. R. GREGG, M.D. 

(Continued from page 232.) 

Editors of Tux Ties. 

Iy the summer of 1862, a young lady il 22, 
placed herself under my care for the treatment 
of chronic sore throat, and chronic bronchitis, 
accompanied by a hoarse, hollow cough, all of 
several months’ duration, and of much’ severity. 
By diligent inquiry I was given the following 
singular history of her case: Two or three years 
previously she had an attack of hemorrhoids, 
which proved obstinate, resisting many local 
applications, until some kind of salve was ap- 
plied, which speedily suppressed them. A most 
obstinate constipation immediately followed, and 
soon became so bad that she would go ten days 
or over without the slightest evacuation of the 
bowels. For this she was given cathartics per- 
sistently until it was controlled, when chronic 


diarrhea set in and became very troublesome, | 


She was now given astringents, which after a 
time subdued the diarrhea; but no sooner was 
that accomplished than dyspepsia manifested it- 
self. After suffering some months, and at times 
very severely, from that, it was suppressed by 
taking stimulants freely, when, in due time, the 


sore throat and bronchial inflammation developed — 


themselves. Thus was her disease suppressed in 
each instance, and driven by successive steps up 
through the entire length of the alimentary 
canal, from the point of its lowest to the point 
of its highest vitality, without the slightest cura- 
tive action having been established in the case 
at any time, and it was aiming directly for the 
lungs, chronic bronchitis already existing as sta- 
ted; with the certainty of still much more suf- 
fering in store for her, and death to have closed 
the scene, had not the suppressing treatment 
then been abandoned and its great evils coun- 
teracted. And so it is that patients are con- 
stantly being killed in multitudes, or killing 
themselyes, as the case may be, by slow degrees, 
when they the least suspect it. 

' The throat and bronchial disease being one 
which clearly called for Bella., I administered it 
in the 2000th potency, and was not long awaiting 
its good effects. In a few days there was a marked 
amelioration in the cough and all the throat 
symptoms. In a few weeks, four or five at 
most, they had wholly disappeared, and the 
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dyspepsia reappeared in its former severity, and 
with all its old symptoms. Allowing Bella- 
donna to continue its action a few weeks longer, 
the dyspepsia disappeared, only to be succeeded 
in a short time by a return of the chronic diar- 
riewa. This proving obstinate, I prescribed 
Phosphorus, high, with great caution, and after 
that Veratrum, and finally cured it, when the 
same old persistent constipation showed itself. 
Three or four times then my patient went a 
week to ten days without the slighest evacua- 
tion. Here, again, I felt the need of great care 
to avoid driving the disease back into the small 
intestines, or to the stomach, and by the cautious 
administration of Nux vomica, Sepia, etc., the 
constipation was cured, and then the hemor- 
rhoids re-appeared, just as they were at first. 
Their cure by the internal administration, only, 
of medicine, was not long delayed, when she 
was restored to the full vigor of health, and con- 
tinued so as long as I kept any trace of her 
whereabouts and condition, which was for several 
years thereafter. 

With the details of such a vase as this before 
us, can any one doubt the existence of a law to 
govern every step in the progress of the disease 
under the suppressing treatment, and its exact 
retracing of all those steps, under the curative 
treatment? It confined itself exclusively to 
the mucous membranes of the various parts in 
both its advance and retrograde movements, 
never for a moment leaving them in either case. 
When restricted to the mucous membrane of 
the anus and rectum causing congestion and in- 
flammation thereof, hemorrhoids were the re- 
sult; when driven to the mucous membrane of 
the colon, constipation was produced; when the 
same chronic inflammation was driven on into 
the small intestines, diarrhea followed as a neces- 
sary consequence; when to the stomach, dyspep- 
sia necessarily arose; and, finally, when driven 
from there to the throat and bronchia, chronic 
sore throat and chronic bronchitis were devel- 
oped. In every instance it was nothing more nor 
less than chronic congestion and inflammation 


of a mucous membrane that we had to deal}. 


with, notwithstanding the wide difference of the 
resulting maladies. And how hazardous the 
suppressing treatment every time, and how safe 
and beneficient the strict application of the 
homeopathic remedies, under that great guide, 
Similia Similibus Curantur, without the aid 


(or rather hindrance) of any of the falsely 
named adjuvants of whatever kind. 

Another case of suppressed hemorrhoids, with 
a different termination, was as follows: A stout, 
strong and very healthy lady, aged thirty-five, 
was afflicted with hemorrhoids, and went to 
New York, and had them removed by a surgi- 
cal operation. She remained quite well till just 
a year from the time of their removal, when she 


was stricken with apoplexy, and died in a few 


hours. 

But there would seem to be no need of mul- 
tiplying these cases. Multitudes of them might 
be given where congestion of the liver, bowels, 
kidneys, lungs and brain, and often more or less 
immediate death, have followed the suppression 
of hemorrhoids by surgical operations and every 
other known method of local treatment, but to 
what purpose? The medical literature of both 
schools has furnished sufficient evidence of bad 
results in enough such cases to give warning to 
all; while physicians of our school, of expe- 
rience and careful observation in the strict appli- 
cation of the homeopathic law, and the exclusive 
internal administration of our remedies, already 
understand these matters, and the dangers of 
suppression, as fully as they could from anything 
further that I might offer under this head. 

The suppression of another class of diseases 
of the rectum, I will, however, give a sample of. 
In the Medical Record for April 14th, 1877, is 
to be found the following case, reported to the 
New York Pathological Society, March 14th, 
1877: 


“Dr. Bridden presented a specimen of extir- — 


pated rectum. He remarked that in November, 
1876, he had exhibited to the Society a portion 
of rectum extirpated for cancer. It had been 
removed from a woman in the hospital depart- 
ment of the Colored Home. The disease com- 
menced immediately above the internal sphinc- 
ter, and extended two and a-half inches up the 
gut, terminating in that portion upon which the 
peritoneum was reflected. The patient did very 
well after the operation, but finally succumbed 
from thoracic disease. He had expressed the 
opinion some time ago that there was a return 
of the disease in the cicatricial tissue, between 
the margin of the perinium and the contracted 
end of the rectum; the specimen in question, 
which had been removed two or three days be- 
fore the meeting, exhibited, however, but little 
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trace of the disease in that precise locality, but 
showed that it had extended to some of the 
glands above.” 

Then follows an account of what the autopsy 
revealed of the condition of the lungs, etc., 
which is too long to copy entire; that, “the 
right pleural sac was about two-thirds filled with 
a serous fluid ;” the “ right lung was very much 
compressed, and in a state of carnification ; num- 
erous tuberculous deposits were found scattered 
throughout ;” the left lung contained “ in its apex 
a patch of catarrhal pneumonia undergoing 
cheesy degeneration; at the centre of this a 
small cavity existed;” and “in addition to a 
number of similar spots of small size, numerous 
tuberculous deposits were found.” Besides which, 
“both pleure were studded with tuberculous 
desposits” in every direction; the liver, “the 
seat of extensive fatty degeneration ;” and the 
“body markedly cdematous;” the most of 
which, certainly, if not all of it, succeeded the 
extirpation of the rectum, for the Doctor could 
not have felt justified in performing so serious 
an operation, with even one-fourth of the disease 
of the vital organs that the autopsy revealed, 
and which could have been readily determined 
by the proper examination. Indeed, it is stated 
as will be seen, that “ the patient did very well 
after the operation, but finally succumbed from 
thoracic disease.” She could not have done well 
after the operation had the shock of that been 
received, when there was one-tenth as much dis- 
ease in the chest as was shown to exist. But a 
few months, however, were all that were re- 
quired to tell the same old sad story; for the 
operation was performed in November, 1876, 
and the report was made March 14th, 1877; 
date of death not given, though referred to as 
then recent. 

Another interesting fact in the case was the 
very near relationship pointed to, if not proved 
to exist, between cancer and tubercle, or at 
least between the causes of the two; for the 
Doctor says: “ No secondary eancerous deposits 
could be detected ;” while he as unequivocally 
states, that cancer of the rectum did exist pri- 
marily, and that, secondarily, tuberculous de 
posits were found throughout almost all parts 
of both lungs, and that nearly all portions of 
both pleure were studded with them. 

Of course we know that, his knife did not ex- 
tirpate the cause of the cancer and substitute 


that of tubercle, yet the latter followed the 
former almost immediately in the same patient's 
system, as has been seen. In other words, the 
cause of the two must have been the same or 
very similar, producing cancer as one of its re- 
sults when acting in the rectum, and tubercles, 
when suppressed from there by the use of the 
knife and driven to the lungs. And so the © 
proof goes on multiplying everywhere of the 
greater danger, the more protracted and terrible 
sufferings, and almost certain death, that must 
follow, sooner or later, upon the suppression of 
all forms of disease ! 
(To be continued.) 


To the Editors of the Hom. TrmEs. 

MY attention has been attracted by a series of 
articles on “ Metastasis,” published in Taz Hom. 
Times. Had I the time, I should like to review 
them more fully. Without expressing an opin- 
ion as to the truth or fallacy of the “laws” the 
author attempts to demonstrate, I wish simply 
to call attention to the loose and unscientific 
character of most of his statements, and particu- 
larly to certain gross blunders in diagnosis and . 
pathology, which detract greatly from the value 
of the papers, even though his reasoning were 
sound. The following quotations require no 
comment—they speak for themselves: “There 
was severe congestion, if not actual hepatization 
of the lower half of both lungs,” (how deliciously 
indefinite, in view of the present state of physical 
diagnosis of the chest). Now for the reasons 
for this statement. “ No air being heard to enter 
either, below the nipples,” vol. v., p. 211. The 
same opinion of another case, in the same words, 
is expressed in another number. 

In the April number, there is the history of a 
terrible array of symptoms, including two attacks 
of pneumonia, “a serious trouble with the throat 
for several weeks,” “ when all the disease settled 
on his lungs” “an enlargement of the thyroid 
gland requiring extirpation,” and as a grand.cli- 
max, the “disease struck to the kidneys, soon 
almost arresting the function of these organs, 
and from which he died just six weeks from the 
date of the operation,” all from using local treat- 
ment in purulent ophthalmia. 

On p. 69 of the June number, we read the 
following astounding facts in pathology: “It is 
well-known that the great majority of cases of 
neuralgia of the teeth, if allowed to go on to 
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their full development and natural termination, 
without interference, end in abscess in the gums 
and discharges of purulent material therefrom, 
and there can be no question but that such dis- 
charges are diseased matter which nature seeks 
to expel from the system ;” and a little further 
on, “this diseased matter must be thrown off 
through some part or organ to prevent worse 
consequences, actual poisonings, should it be 
retained in the blood.” The author must bea 
Rip Van Winkle sort of pathologist, or else class- 
es himself with those of by-gone days, who held 
to the ontological view of disease, regarding it 
as an entity, something foreign to the organism. 
The papers are loaded from beginning to ending 
with blunders of the most inexcusable character ; 
newspaper tales of wonderful cases, which the 
doctor never saw; also exclamations of friends 
and patients contribute largely to make up 
lengthy articles. I beg of the Doctor, on behalf 
of a large number of Philadelphia physicians, 
and of homeopathic journalism, to give us more 
carefully diagnosticated and recorded cases, to 
publish nothing but the results of his own or 
some reliable brother practitioner's experience, 
and if there is a germ of truth in his “laws” they 
will receive such consideration at the hands of 
an intelligent profession, as they cannot under 
present circumstances command. 
Respectfully, W. ©. Goopno. 
Jan., 15, 1878. 


Messrs. Editors: 

THERE appeared in your January number a 
letter written by an unknown person who signs 
himself “ Uriel,” in which were misstatements 
and untruths concerning myself. No gentleman 
could have written such a thoroughly personal 
article under the shield of an assumed name. 

J. M. Scutey, M. D. 

No. 1 East 42d Street, N. Y. 


In. reply to the letter of “J. M. Schley, M. D., 
1 East 42d street, New York,” which you have 
kindly referred to me, I would most respectfully 
inquire if a man who is guilty of an attempt to 
ut down a speaker in a scientific body by vio- 
ent hisses, is competent to define what does or 
does not constitute a gentleman? After what 
passed on the occasion referred to, the taunts of 
“untruths” and “no gentleman,” do not come 
with a good grace from the learned doctor. 
Yours truly, URIEL. 


Messrs. Editors: 

WHEN the author of the attack upon me in 
your issue for January, 1878, shall have assumed 
the responsibility for his statements, customary 
among gentlemen, I shall meet his charges in de- 
tail by the proofs of their falsity which I have 
in my possession. Until then, I must trust my 
defence to the judgment of men, who have the 
intelligence to test the animus of anonymous 
libel by its cowardice, and whose associations 
have taught them to recognize the gentleman by 
the conduct of his life. ZImprobis vituperari lau- 
dari est. Geo. M. Dittow, M.D., 

Jan. 29th, 1878. 264 W. 38th St., N.Y. 


Messrs. Editors : 

THE note of Dr. Dillow, referred to me, bear- 
ing date of January 29th, shows that he re- 
quired time in which to attempt*a refutation of 
my statements, and his elegant letter is a proof 
that he previously worked his wrath up to fever 
heat, but awaits my name before denying my 
assertions. Why did he not call at the office 
of your journal with satisfactory proofs of his in- 
nocence, and thereupon obtain the name of your 
“anonymous correspondent”? He prefers, after 
all this delay, to make a show of courage in the 
columns of THz Timgs. “ Uriel” is too prudent 
ever to leave his flank unprotected, and he is 
not alarmed by the warlike attitude of one 
who has exposed his whole front. Let Dr. Dil- 
low learn the first qualification of a “ gentleman.” 
For his information I will state that it is a pro- 
per appreciation of a sense of justice and of 
truth. Let him also divest himself of the 
“cowardice” which prompted him to hiss with 
his crowd, and endeavor to evade the odium, 
which, as a consequence, now attaches to him, 
and he will find “Uriel” capable of according 
to a gentleman the satisfaction due from a gen- 
tleman, and with weapons more penetrating than 
school-boy latin. URIEL. 


Dr. A. P. THRoop, who recently removed to 
Poughkeepsie, has been appointed visiting phy- 
sician to the “Crystal Mineral Spring Sanitarium.” 
The water of this spring has earned for itself 
considerable réputation in. the cure of Bright’s 
disease, and many chronic diseases. We can 
assure our readers that patients will have most 
careful and skillful medical treatment, with or 
without the aid of spring water, which together 
with pure air and the quiet of a country home, 


will prove most salutary in many cases. 
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Bibliographical. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE Homa@opaTHic MEDI- 
CAL SocrgeTy oF THE State oF N.Y. Vol. 
xiii., (iii, N.S.) pp. 400. 

We take the liberty of quoting the excellent 

review of this work, by Dr. D. A. Gorton, the 

accomplished editor of the National Quarterly 

Review, in whose columns it appears. 

“The advanced sheets of this interesting volume 
which the editor has kindly sent us, show that this 
long delayed work is nearly ready for publication. The 
volume contains the annual addresses of the presidents 
of the society, ariginal papers on subjects of interest to 
the medical practitioner, and the reports of the various 
bureaus of medicine and surgery ; the whole presenting 
a very fair summary of the present condition and pro- 
gress of medical science and art, and a résumé of the 
labors and accomplishments of the homeopathic school 
of medicine for the past two years. 

“We note several important papers and discussions 
of papers in these sheets, and several of less note. But 
on the whole the volume will be a valuable addition to 
the library of the busy practitioner. The editor has 
evidently had a difficult task to perform in sifting his 
material—winnowing the chaff from the wheat—and 
retaining that which is most worthy of preservation. 
Had he exercised less charity and a more rigorous sift- 
ing process with his material it had been better for the 
volume in the estimation of the critical reader,—but 
perhaps not so useful to the average practitioner. He 
has made judicious use of his matter, however, and pre- 
sented it in an intelligible shape, measurably free of 
those inconsistencies of speeeh which disfigure so many 
publications of this kind. 

” Were these lines to be read exclusively by physi- 
cians we should take the liberty of criticising certain 
anomalies which appear in certain of these papers. 
We allude to the misuse of the law of similia similibus in 
prescribing the secretions of a disease to cure the same 
—Isopathy. Such a procedure appears to us like an 
abnormal development in the therapeutics of homeo- 
pathy, which we should like to see treated by measures 
stronger than the action of similia. We note, too, a 
peculiarity among members of the new school of medi- 
cine not unlike that of those of the old, viz.: a too 
studied adherence to system rather than to science. To 
acknowledge fealty to a system is to confess dependence 
on leading strings—to confess to a blindness when one 
ought to have clear sight. It seems to us that the pres- 
ent state of the collateral sciences of medicine,—phy- 
siology, etiology, hygiene, etc.—is sufficiently advanced 
to justify an ordinary medical graduate in stepping out 
from those trammels (systems ) devised by the Masters 
in the profession for the benefit of their pupils, and in 
proceeding to interpret the indications of nature for 
himself. Medical systems were no more intended for 
the use of full grown men than egg-shells for the use of 
full-fledged fowls. Both serve a wise purpose for ama- 


teurs and embryos, but we insist that the time comes— 
or ought to come—when the creatures they help into 
life and practice should get out of them and on to their 
own legs and into their own methods. The day is al- 
ready come when intelligent lay people regard with dis- 
trust a physician who is trammeled by his school- 

We trust the student of medicine will appreciate the 

significance of such a fact, and shape his course in ac- 

cordance therewith. 

” Altogether this volume shows progress, in the aims 
as well as means, of the profession ; an improved public 
spirit anda higher order of industry among its mem- 
bers ; as well as a more effective organization for pro- 
fessional work. It isa false economy—and as wrong 
as it is false—on the part of the State of New York to 
refuse to bear the expense of publishing the proceedings 
of this society and other societies with like aims and 
purposes. It is the public who are chiefly benefited by 
their publication, and the public should bear the ex- 
pense of it, that every physician in the land may see, 
read, ponder, be instructed, and have his usefulness en- 
larged by its means.” 

A System oF OssTEeTRICS ON HoM@oOPATHIO 
PrIncipLes. By Wm. C. Richardson, M.D. 
With one hundred and nine illustrations, in- 
cluding eleven plates. St. Louis: Schroback 
& Co., Publishers. 

The author is unfortunate in the dress in which 

his work is presented to the public. The work 

of the printer is not good ; the paper, illustra- 
tions, binding and genera! typographieal appear- 
ance producing an unfavorable impression upon 
the mind. The book shows haste in composition 
and a lack of critical accuracy and clearness in 
statement which we should expect from a man 
of the marked ability and ripe scholarship of the 
author. All this, however, will doubtless be 
remedied in the next edition. The work con- 
tains a large amount of valuable matter, and will 
form a useful addition to the library. 

CiinicaL By T. 8S. Hoyne, 
A.M., M.D. Prof. of Mat. Med., etc., in - 
nemann Med. College, Chicago. 

Part IV. of Vol. I, containing “Conclusion of 

Arsen, Cale., Carb., Mercurius, Sol., Viv., Dul., 

Corr., and part of Nit. ac.,” is before us, and we 

are informed that the next part will complete 

the vol., and issue in April next, making a book 


of about 600 pp., of most concise, practical and 
useful information at a reasonable price, and 
should be in the hands of every student of mat. 
med. and practitioner of medicine. 


THE BLANCHARD Foops are thoroughly en- 
dorsed by the profession. See advertisement. 
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Medical Jems and Hews. 


Carntvat.—The Children’s Carnival 
given last year at the Academy of Music, under 
the direction of Prof. Carl Marwig, for the bene- 
fit of the Building Fund of the Western Homeo- 
pathic Dispensary, was pronounced by the press 
and by all who were present, the most brilliant 
and fascinating entertainment ever given in New 
York. The second Carnival, under the same 
direction, and for the same purpose as the pre- 
ceding, will be given at the Academy of Music, 
February 26th, commencing at 7 p.m. If the 
Carnival meets with the success which the bril- 
liant programme we publish below warrants, the 
fund for the erection of the Dispensary Building 


’ will be sufficient to at once go on with the work. 


PROGRAMME. 

The Carnival will open with a grand tableau, in 
which Prince Carnival offers his services to the 
Goddess of Liberty and Brother Jonathan. After 
this is a march and procession, and the 
Spanish national caslanet dance. The Four Sea- 
sons then follow:—Spring, in a car, drawn b 

; Summer, in a cornucopia flowers, wi 
butterflies dancing a quadrille, and sunflowers 
whirling in a galop; Autumn, in a car drawn by 
deer and hares, and Winter, in a sleigh drawn by 
white bears, and surrounded by snow men, who 
dance a comic polka and distribute gifts to the 
children. The four seasons are then to 
in an @ riate dance. The chariot o 
Goddess of me will contain George and Mar- 
tha eae ow rawn by four spirited white 
horses. e Continental Guard and sixty mem- 
bers of the Republican Court will eseort the Fa- 
ther of his Country. This of the entertain- 
ment is to finish with a minuet, led by General 
and Lady Washington. The Hungarian festival, 
with national dance, come next. This is to be 
succeeded by a chapter from the “ Arabian 
Nights’ Entertainment.” The ‘ableaur show the 
entrance of the odalisques in their beautiful Ori- 
ental cymbal waltz, followed by the Three Graces, 
who have condescended to open the “Thousand 
and One Nights’” Waltz. Three 
dances for the children—who are requested, if 
= to come in fancy dress—will be the last 

ture in the evening’s programme. The Car- 
nival will begin at seven o’clock, and is to be fol- 
lowed by a grand ball. 

SEWER gases are entirely excluded by the use 
of the Prrr’s Patent Heattu Trap anp SAnI- 
TARY APPLIANCES. Mr. William Pitt, the sole 


manufacturer and proprietor, has long been con- 
nected with the oldest plumbing house in New 
York, and will give > ape ae and prompt atten- 
tion to all orders. advertisement. 


THe New York OPHTHALMIC HospiraL FOR 
Eye anD Eak, cor. Third Avenue and 23d St.— 
Report for the month ending December 31st, 


1877: Number of prescriptions, 3,142; new | 


patients, 387; patients resident in hospital, 37 ; 
ave daily attendance, 126; largest, 158. 
WANSTALL, M.D. Res. Surg. 

Every physician meets with cases absolutely 
requiring for one reason or another, some form 
of alcoholic stimulant, and for this purpose no 
better article of pure native wine can be found 
than the R. T. Underhill brands, sold by Messrs. 
Thurber, at most reasonable prices, and within 
the reach of all. 

THE position of resident physician of the 
Hahnemann Hospital, (N. Y. City,) is vacant. 
The place is open to all or physicians 
in a competitive examination. Inquiries of any 
kind should be addressed as soon as possible to 
Dr. J. M. Schley, Secretary of Med. Staff, 1 East 
42d St., New York City. 


FOR SALE.—A first-class practice in Brook- 
lyn. To the right party a practice of six thou- 
sand dollars can be transferred; families very 
best; some cash required. Address immediately, 
John Roanoke, Brooklyn P. O. 


FOR SALE.—A Practice established twelve 
years, in a fashionable suburban city of 25,000 
inhabitants. Distance from New York, 30 min- 
utes; 28 trains daily from city. Address M.D., 
care Hom. Times, 18 W. 23d st., New York. 


Tue Albany Co. Society has rescinded its re- 
solutions recently adopted, covering a“ declara- 
tion of principles.” From this distant point, the 
doings of this society have the appearance of 
fickleness. 

Dr. D. L. Everitt, of Brooklyn, has concisely 
and practically arranged a book for the system- 
atic keeping of the accounts of physicians. 
Sample pages may be had upon application. 

DvuR1nG the month ending Dec. 31, 1877, there 
were treated at the Brooklyn Homeopathic 
Hospital a a 987 new to 2,308 
pr.seriptions.—J. A. Lewis, M.D. 

TueE “Southern Tier. Hom. Med. Association,” 
and the ‘‘Schuyler County Society,” have both 

resolutions approving the organization of 
a State Board of Health. 

Dr. ArtHuR T. HIis, has been appointed 
surgeon to the new Jefferson Market Prison, by 
the Commissioners of Public Charities and Cor- 
rection. 

Dr. G. C. McDermott, has removed to Mil- 
waukee, Wis., where he will prosecute his spe- 
cialty—eye and ear. 

State Society meeting at Albany, February 
12th and 13th. 


| 

‘4 

4 

i 

| 


